laboratories. The correlation between the absorbance at 620 nm of the Phadebas solution and the correspondent value of diastase number (DN) according to the Schade method [5, 6] , was confirmed through a European ring trial [2, 3] and is given by the formula:
This linear regression was validated on honey samples ranging from 11 to 39 DN. However, a problem arises when honeys with a very low enzyme content are analysed, as is the case for old or heated honeys, or for a few unifloral honeys, or for Melipona honeys [7] . In 
